252 PAPER 2

TEXT ANTHOLOGY: FICTION

Direct address is a technique that dominates this poem. The poem is bat
personal and political in nature and it intends that the audience wil listen g
respond to the speaker’s thetoric. Both the speaker and the audience whe
addressed are clearly defined by the language used.

Copy and complete the following table with examples that define the
characteristics of speaker and audience.

¥ SPEAKER _
CHARACTERISTIC EXPLAINED

The speaker is someone who has
confidence in her femininity.

EXAMPLE

‘Does my sexiness upset you?’

—_— —

: _ AUDIENGE ==l |
EXAMPLE CHARACTERISTIC EXPLAINED

‘You may write me down in history / With
your bitter, twisted lies’

The audience is accused of being
manipulative and dishonest, legitimi
racial oppression through the way in
which history is written,
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V¥ USING STRUCTURE

Angelou uses structure to effectively convey the idea that both the

speaker and her people will continue to rise in spite of discrimination and
oppression.

First, write down the rhyme scheme of the poem. Do you think that
Angelou’s choice of rhyme scheme is important? Does the thyme
scheme change at any point? What is the effect of this change?
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