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Types Of Tropical Rainforest
Tropical rainforests grow under a variety of conditions. As a result there are several 
different types of tropical rainforest. In this section we’ll meet four of them.

Tropical and Temperate Rainforests
There are two main types of rainforest: tropical rainforests and temperate 
rainforests. Both grow in parts of the world that have a high rainfall.

•	 Tropical	rainforests grow in some of the hottest parts of the world. They 
are warm and wet all year round. The average monthly temperature in these 
regions is above 18°C (64°F) throughout the year.

•	 Temperate	rainforests grow in cooler regions. Although the temperature 
isn’t as high, temperate rainforests still receive a lot of rain.

Section 1: Types of Rainforest

Lowland	tropical	rainforests are dense, 
humid (warm and moist) rainforests that 
occur in non-mountainous regions.

If you ask someone to describe a ‘typical’ 
rainforest, they’ll usually come up with 
something that resembles a lowland 
tropical rainforest!

Lowland Tropical Rainforest

Lowland forests are found near the Equator. 
(You’ll find out more about the Equator in 
section 2.)
Here it is warm all year round and there 
is little difference between summer and 
winter.
The rainfall is also constant, with little 
seasonal variation.
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Montane	forests are found at high altitudes and are often shrouded in mist. Because of 
this they are often also called ‘cloud forests’. They are slightly cooler than other tropical 
rainforests, and are home to a different range of creatures and plants.

Flooded	forests are found where there is poor drainage and / or seasonal flooding. Here, 
much of the land is submerged for at least part of the year.

Flooded forests are also known as ‘swamp forests’.

Flooded Forest

Montane Forest
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Mangrove	Forests are flooded forests that grow in coastal regions.

The trees in mangrove forests have special adaptations that allow them to live in the 
salty, muddy water. These include ‘prop roots’ — roots that emerge from the trunk above 
the ground. These arm-like projections provide extra stability in the moist earth.

Mangrove Forest

The green	anaconda is the world’s heaviest 
snake. This fearsome predator hunts for 

prey in rainforest rivers and lakes.

The Brazilian	tapir is the largest land 
mammal in the Amazon rainforest.
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Activity: Identify The Rainforest!
Read the following passages, then underline the type of tropical rainforest that 
is being described.

Description 1
You’re exploring the rainforest during the rainy season. In this region, there are lots 
of lakes and streams. You come to a lake, and begin to wade through the warm water. 
You’ve been told that during the dry season the lakes and streams disappear. You keep 
an eye out for green anacondas — these large snakes are expert swimmers!

Type of rainforest?
Lowland Tropical Rainforest / Flooded Forest / Montane Forest / Mangrove Forest

Description 2
You’re creeping silently through the undergrowth, hoping to see a tapir (a rainforest 
mammal that looks like a large pig with a long nose).
The ground under your feet is moist, but not waterlogged. It’s very hot and humid 
here. Although it rains nearly every day of the year, the water drains into a large river 
nearby and the land doesn’t flood.

Type of rainforest?
Lowland Tropical Rainforest / Flooded Forest / Montane Forest / Mangrove Forest

Description 3
You’re searching for rainforest monkeys. You’ve been climbing for hours, and you can feel 
that the temperature is slightly cooler at this high altitude. Huge clouds of steam fill 
the sky.

Type of rainforest?
Lowland Tropical Rainforest / Flooded Forest / Montane Forest / Mangrove Forest

Description 4
Today you’re using a canoe to travel through the rainforest. The ground here is 
permanently flooded and the coast isn’t far away.
You paddle through the muddy brown water. You notice that many of the trees have 
‘prop roots’ that extend out of the trunk like arms. These roots prevent the trees from 
falling over in the wet ground. 

Type of rainforest?
Lowland Tropical Rainforest / Flooded Forest / Montane Forest / Mangrove Forest
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Section 2: Where Are Rainforests Located?
Now you know about the different types of rainforest, it’s 
time to find out where in the world they’re located ...

Tropical Rainforests
Tropical rainforests are found near the Equator, an imaginary line that circles the 
globe. You can see the Equator in the map of the world below.

There are two other imaginary lines that 
circle the globe parallel to the equator.

The Tropic of Cancer is above the equator.

The Tropic of Capricorn is below the 
equator.

Tropic of 
Cancer

Equator

Tropic of 
Capricorn

The area between these two lines is known 
as ‘The Tropics’.
Tropical rainforests grow in or near the 
tropics; that’s why they’re called tropical 
rainforests!

The Tropics

The forest floor and 
understory of a typical 
lowland tropical rainforest.
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Temperate rainforests grow in places that 
aren’t tropical (i.e. they’re located away 
from the tropics).

Temperate rainforests are found in both the 
northern and southern hemispheres.

The	Northern	Hemisphere	is	everything	
north	of	the	Equator,	i.e.	the	‘top’	half	of	
the	globe.

In some tropical rainforests, it can rain 
every single day of the year!

Some tropical regions have ‘rainy seasons’ 
during which there is more rainfall than at 
other times of the year.

There are tropical rainforests near the 
equator in North America (Mexico), Central 
America, South America, Southeast Asia, 
Sub-Saharan Africa and Australia.

The Equator and The Tropics

At the equator it is hot all year round, and there is a lot of 
rain. There is little variation in day length throughout the 
year, and even the nights are warm.

These are ideal growing conditions for rainforests!

The	Southern	Hemisphere	is	everything	
south	of	the	Equator,	i.e.	the	‘bottom’	
half	of	the	globe.
Although temperate rainforests aren’t as 
warm as tropical rainforests, they still have 
high rainfall.

Temperate rainforests are found in many 
parts of the world, including North America, 
South America, Northern Europe, Australia, 
New Zealand, and East Asia.

Temperate Rainforests

A typical temperate rainforest. This one’s in the USA.
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Activity: Where Are Rainforests Located?
Draw an arrow from the words to the corresponding place(s) on the globe.

Tropical Rainforests 
(locate all four)

Temperate Rainforest

Anywhere in the 
Southern Hemisphere

Anywhere in the 
Northern Hemisphere

Tropic of Capricorn

The Equator

Tropic of Cancer
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Covering an area of around 5.5 million 
square kilometers, the Amazon Rainforest 
is easily the world’s biggest rainforest. 
It is also the most biodiverse region in 
the world. One tenth of all of the Earth’s 
species are found here. The forest is also 
home to many native tribes.
The Amazon Rainforest is located in the 
Amazon Basin in South America. The 
Amazon Basin is the area that drains into 
the Amazon River, which is either the 
longest or the second longest river in the 
world.
(Both the Amazon and the Nile can claim 
to be the world’s longest river, depending 
on how they are measured.)
Over half of the Amazon Rainforest is 
in Brazil. The Amazon Rainforest also 
covers parts of Peru, Columbia, Venezuela, 
Ecuador, Bolivia, Guyana, Suriname and 
French Guiana (a French territory).

Jaguar

Capybara

Rainforests Of The World
There are tropical and temperate rainforests all around the world. 
In this section you’ll find information on some of the world’s most 
famous rainforests.

Amazon Rainforest

Animals found in the Amazon Rainforest:
• Jaguar
• Capybara
• Green anaconda
• Harpy eagle
• Caiman
• Electric eel
• Piranha
• Scarlet macaw
• Poison dart frog
• Vampire bat
• Hoatzin (pheasant-sized bird whose chicks 
have claws on their wings for climbing.)

• Howler monkey
• Sloths
• Emperor tamarin
• Bald uakari
• Bullet ant
• Paca (large spotted rodent)
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Over 10,000 animal species and 600 tree 
species are found in the Congo Rainforest.

Animals found in the Congo Rainforest 
include:

• Eastern gorilla

• Western gorilla

• Common chimpanzee

• Bonobo

• Okapi (a rare, forest-
dwelling relative 
of the giraffe)

• African forest elephant

• Crested mangabey 
monkeys

• Giant forest hog

• Bongo (a forest antelope)

• African forest buffalo (a 
subspecies of African buffalo)

• Leopard

• Gaboon viper

• Hippopotamus

The Congo Rainforest of Central Africa is 
located in the Congo Basin – the area that 
drains into the Congo River. 
The Congo Basin covers an area bigger 
than Alaska.

The Congo Rainforest is the world’s second 
largest rainforest. It covers parts of 
several countries, including: Cameroon, 
Gabon, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
Republic of the Congo, and the Central 
African Republic.

Congo Rainforest

Okapi

GorillaAfrican Forest Elephants
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Madagascar is an island country that lies in 
the Indian Ocean off the east coast of Africa.
Madagascar is roughly the size of France. It is 
the world’s 4th largest island.

Madagascar’s tropical rainforests are found on 
the east side of the island.
Many of Madagascar’s plant and animal species 
are ‘endemic’ to the island. (Endemic species 
are unique to a region, and aren’t found 
anywhere else.)
Madagascar’s most famous endemic animals are 
lemurs. Around 100 species of these monkey-
like primates live on the island.
Well-known lemur species include the aye-aye, 
the indri, and the ring-tailed lemur.
Nearly all of Madagascar’s lemur species are 
now rated as either Vulnerable, Endangered, or 
Critically Endangered.
Other animals that live in Madagascan 
rainforests include:
• Fossa (a mongoose-like mammal)
• Chameleons
• Day geckos
• Madagascar serpent eagle
• Tenrecs (a family of small mammals, 
some of which resemble hedgehogs)

• Madagascar tree boa
• Flying foxes (large bats)

Ring-Tailed Lemurs

Madagascar Daintree Rainforest
Australia’s Daintree Rainforest is a tropical 
rainforest located in north east Australia, 
in the state of Queensland. It is Australia’s 
largest tropical rainforest, covering around 
1,200 square kilometers (460 square miles).
Daintree Rainforest is thought to be around 
135 million years old, making it older than the 
Amazon Rainforest.
30% of Australia’s frog, marsupial and reptile 
species are found in Daintree, together with 
65% of the country’s bat and butterfly species 
and 18% of its bird species.

Animals found in Daintree Rainforest include:

• Bennett’s tree kangaroo

• Musky rat-kangaroo

• Swamp wallaby

• Yellow-bellied glider (a gliding marsupial)

• Southern cassowaries (large flightless birds)

• Spotted-tailed quoll (carnivorous marsupials)

• Platypus

• Short-beaked echidna (egg-laying mammals)

• Bandicoots (small marsupials)

• Cane toad

• White-lipped tree frog

• Saltwater crocodile

Southern Cassowary
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North America’s Pacific Temperate 
Rainforests ecoregion is the largest area 
of temperate forest in the world. It covers 
295,000 square kilometers (114,000 square 
miles).

The forest follows the coast from Northern 
California to the Prince William Sound 
in Alaska, and lies to the west of the 
mountains of the Pacific Coast Ranges.
The Pacific Temperate Rainforests 
ecoregion consists of several smaller 
forest ecoregions, including the Northern 
California Coastal Forests and the British 
Columbia Mainland Coastal Forests.

The Pacific Temperate Rainforests contain 
the greatest amount of both living and 
dead wood of any forests on Earth.
Growing in the California forest ecoregion 
is the Coast Redwood, the world’s tallest 
species of tree.

Animals found in the Pacific Temperate 
Rainforests include:

• Bobcat
• Northern spotted owl
• Cougar
• Black-tailed deer (subspecies 
of mule deer)

• Banana slug (a yellow slug)
• Pacific tree frog
• Fisher (a carnivore in the weasel family)
• Raven
• Bald eagle
• Black bear
• Grizzly bear (a subspecies of brown bear)
• Pacific giant salamander
• Roosevelt elk (a subspecies of elk)
• North American beaver

Grizzly Bear

Pacific Temperate Rainforests

Bald Eagle

North American beaver
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Activity: Match The Animal To The Rainforest

Amazon Rainforest

Congo Rainforest

Madagascar

Daintree Rainforest

Pacific Temperate 
Rainforests

Draw a line between each animal and the rainforest in which it is found.

White-lipped
tree frog

Saltwater crocodile

Leopard

Aye-aye

RavenChimpanzee

Tapir

Ring tailed lemur

Poison dart frog

Black bear
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Activity: Locate The Rainforests!

Madagascar

Amazon Rainforest Congo Rainforest Daintree Rainforest

Pacific Temperate 
Rainforests

Draw an arrow from the rainforest name to 
the matching rainforest symbol on the map.
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Other Workbooks Available From Active Wild:
• What Is A Rainforest?
Find out what a rainforest is and discover features that all rainforests have in common.

Books Available From Active Wild
• Tales From The Brink
• More Tales From The Brink
Exciting short stories featuring endangered 
animals. Available in paperback and on 
Kindle.

For more information visit

www.activewild.com

www.ActiveWild.com
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